CHAPTEE IX
THE TAFT CAMPAIGN

EAELY in the fall, when the campaign for Taft's election
was beginning to assume aggressive force, publication was
made of letters which showed that Senator Foraker of
Ohio, who had led the assault upon the President in the
affair of the negro troops at Brownsville, had acted as the
paid attorney of the Standard Oil Company while occupy-
ing* a seat in the Senate. Senator Foraker had also op-
posed Taft's nomination and had not taken the stump for
him after he was nominated. A public reconciliation of the
two men had been arranged in accordance with which they
were to appear on the same platform and shake hands. On
the eve of this demonstration the disclosure of the Sena-
tor's connection with the Standard Oil Company was made.
Mr. Taft was in a quandary as to what course to pursue.
The President had no doubt whatever in the matter, for
in a letter to Taft on September 19, 1908, he said:

"I have seen the correspondence between Archbold and
Foraker, published in the morning papers. Now, it is dif-
ficult for any man to advise another as to a given act in a
campaign. Personally, if I were running for President, I
should in view of these disclosures decline to appear upon
the platform with Foraker, and I would have it understood
in detail what is the exact fact, namely, that Mr. Foraker's
separation from you and from me has been due not in the
least to a difference of opinion on the negro question, which
was merely a pretense, but to the fact that he was the at-
torney of the corporations, their hired representative in
public life, and that therefore he naturally and inevitably
opposed us in every way; that he opposed us when it came